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Session 3 

Good Friday:  

“Why arent’ my prayers working?” 
Martyn to introduce the session, (2 mins?) then 
 
Video Bible passages from the session Mark 15:33-34, John 14:12, Genesis 17:17-22, Ephesians 6:10-17  [Video 35 mins]    

Key points  Our unanswered prayers can be attributed to God’s world, God’s will or God’s war 

   Miracles have to be the exception rather than the rule because our world is infinitely complicated  

   The will of God is often far darker and more painful than we imagine for reasons we can’t immediately 

understand 

   Spiritual warfare is real. Sometimes we need to stop fighting against God, and start fighting with him against 

the enemy of our souls 

“There is hope, but that hope will not invalidate your pain…”  -  Alain Emerson 

 

Discussion questions [35 mins] Led by Martyn, Tim, Stephen  
Q.  What did you find most helpful, inspiring or challenging in what Pete Greig, Gemma Hunt and Alain 

Emerson shared?  

Q.  If you could ask God one “Why?” question, what would it be?  

 

God’s will: In the book of Isaiah, God says: “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 

my ways.” (Isaiah 55:8)  

Q.  Looking back on past disappointments, does anyone have an example of a time when God knew 

best, even though you didn’t think so at the time?  

Q.  Why do we find it so hard to trust God? 

God’s world: Pete Greig quotes C.S. Lewis saying that, “the very conception of a common, and 

therefore stable, world demands that [miracles] should be extremely rare.” 1  

Q.  Do you agree with this?  

Q.  Should we pray less for miracles or simply trust more when our prayers aren’t answered the way we 

want?  

God’s war: 

Q.  Is it possible for a tragedy not to be God’s ‘fault’? Do you agree with Pete Greig’s statement that we 

tend to blame God for things that are Satan’s doing?   

Q.  Does anyone have an experience of spiritual warfare that they can share? 

 

 

Personal reflection: 

Q.  On the cross Jesus asks God “Why have you forsaken me?” Reflect on a time you felt abandoned or 

deserted by God when you needed him most? 

Q.  Looking back on past disappointments, does anyone have an example of a time when God knew 

best, even though you didn’t think so at the time?  

      Closing Comments by Martyn (2 mins) 


